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Welcome

to this e =
Christmas N
Edition

of the

Nantmor News,
with updates
on the Centre
including an article
by the Chairman, .
a report by Emily Tustin e AF
on Tewkesbury School-és
the chance to order limited edition prints_ ,\@
..even a hint of Dickensian spirit..." -

2008 - AMEMORABLE YEAR
Since the excitement of the 45 ™ Anniversary celebrations T E WK E S B U R Y SCHOOLOGS WINTRY
last May the Centre has remained bustling with life  , with over Emily Tustin reports:

20 of our member organisations ranging from schools and A Duri ng October half term 14
Scouts to youth groups usi ng tAnasd sfudepts and § staf descengedpn thenGeptrg s 1A o
ing the monthly Club Meets. In fact around 230 folk have slept ideally do training in preparation for our venture to Slovenia in
under its roof since then (well not all at once), many of them for July 2009. We completed the navigation exercise in Cwm
several nights. And the place is looking and feeling just as good, Gelli lago, which included a debate as to where to cross the
the most recent mod con, the bathroom heater (yes, warmth at river raging out of Llyn Llagi, and sheltering in the hafods
last) making the showers sheer heavenly luxury, and memories against hail stones the size of peas. Overnight there was a fall

of the old bathroom more like an image from the dark ages.. of snow and with the weather against us (or for us, as some

A warm welcome to new members 6™ Ashton Explorer Scouts may say) we tackled Snowdon via the Watkin path. By the
from Tameside, Rydal Penrhos School from Conwy who discov- time we had reached the bottom of the South Ridge we were
ered us one day last July en inablizzard tope gowpi refuingd and thiepiper pressed enn
ally stay a t this pl ace?éWnjversity®f Bfistoll BVRrQbAgan. Returning to the house as eight snowmen it was
Mountaineering Clubé6s ol d ( bu blissiogamove wepclothgs and steam in foatpfithe fire. Withh ¢
ford Benefice Youth Group, an ¢he dyngdgaeon fub tosburstinge @nergepay twasbingrlineg e

tre Llanrug who book in to Gelli lago for an occasional night (of were hung before the fire to dry and warm those oh-so-
home comforts) in its raw mountain setting. important socks, while the boot waterproofer appeared in an

attempt to keep feet dry the next day.
RETURN OF THE WELSH BLACKS
| f youdbve ventured up the sl 2p
youol | probably have not imaking
themselves at home amongst the bogs and bracken slopes. |
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Changes in land management as organic farming takes hold in —— ° ' O
the area have seen the reintroduction of cattle by the National 0 " \ o
Trust, their big feet (the cattle, that is) helping to stomp out 5 .
nasties like bracken, so encouraging the type of vegetation, and T ~’\ N\ A~ ,
ultimately fauna, which has more right to be there. L v '\e\ /J ! V? xL : = g D
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Halloween arrives early at Gelll Iago (30th Oct) and with fancy
dress, apple bobbing and pumpkins cut out we celebrated
the completion of our trainin

J:- WINTER AT LAST? Interesting recent weather patterns have

%~ seen near drought conditions in early summer, flash floods in
October with the lane by the quarry chest deep (we think, but
not worth finding out) and impassable for a few hours, followed
by heavy snow in late Autumn ...a real winter?



